
Presbytery News 

6th March 2026 

On Sunday 1st March, Presbytery met to celebrate the union of 
Carnbee, Kilrenny, Kingsbarns, and Largoward, who joined  
together as the new united charge of East Fife Rural.  
Following this, the formal linkage of East Fife Rural with Ceres, 
Kemback and Springfield Church was enacted. Rev Jane Barron 
was also introduced as the first minister of the new charge. 

The sermon was preached by Eileen Miller, discussing the first  
disciples leaving their boats for Jesus, while Rev Michael Allardice led the 
congregation in the statement of Christian Faith. 

Presbytery Clerk Rev Alec Shuttleworth read the narrative and acting  
Presbytery Moderator Rev Brian Porteous formally united the East Fife Rural 
and then linked the congregation with Ceres, Kemback and Springfield. 
It was a very busy service, with standing room only, as the congregations 
gathered from across this rural area of Fife, sharing the love of Christ  
together with refreshments after the service giving people the opportunity to 
share in fellowship together and welcome Jane. 

Our prayers are with these congregations as they take their first steps in this 
new chapter. May Christ be at their side over the followings months ahead. 

Service of Union of East Fife Rural and Linkage with 
Ceres, Kemback and Springfield 

Travelling and Parking information for 
the Service of Union for Balmerino, 
Creich, Flisk, Kilmany and Wormit 
The Kirk Session and members of Balmerino, Creich, Flisk, Kilmany and 
Wormit Church very much look forward to welcoming you to the Service of 
Union on 12th March 2026 at 7pm.  

Please note that the road from Newport on Tay to Wormit is closed for gas 
works. Access therefore is only from the west via the B946 from Sandford or 
using the C road from the Five Roads roundabout on the A92 which joins the 
B946 just before Wormit’s west end. 

When you get to the church parking might be tricky but there is parking at the 
school which is a little bit east of the church, and a 5-10 minute walk away.  



A new training calendar has been circulated 
to all Safeguarding coordinators, and is  
attached below.   
As always, we encourage everyone to ensure 
they are up-to-date with their Safeguarding 
Training  
requirements. If you are unsure what training you need, or if your due, please speak to your congregation's  
co-ordinator. 

Alan Monk, one of Fife Presbytery’s Safeguarding Trainers, has indicated his wish to reduce his  
commitment to delivering training, and we are therefore looking for anyone who might be interested in  
taking on this role. For an informal chat, and more information, please contact Sheila Boyd at 
s.m.e.boyd@btinternet.com 

Additionally, two in-person events will be held during March. They are as follows: 

Thursday 12 March 

• Trustee training: 7-9pm at St Margaret's Church (hall), 228 Woodside Road, Glenrothes, KY7 5HD 

Thursday 26 March 

• Introductory training: 7-9pm at St Drostan's Church (church), 13 Kirk Street, Markinch, KY7 6DU 

To book courses contact Sheila – s.m.e.boyd@btinternet.com 

If the courses listed above are not suitable, you may be able to find another online course offered by other 
presbyteries at Training | The Church of Scotland  

Safeguarding Update 
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The Church of Scotland has announced Rev Dr Alistair May as the next 
Principal Clerk to the General Assembly. 

The appointment will be confirmed at this year's General Assembly and 
will require Dr May to take an oath of office in front of commissioners. 
He will take up the role, which has been held by 40 people since the 16th 
century, at the end of proceedings. The Acting Principal Clerk, Rev Dr 
John McPake, will clerk the upcoming General Assembly before stepping 
down.  

Dr May has been a parish minister for 24 years and currently serves the congregation of Motherwell: Kirk at the 
Cross. Prior to this he was at Rutherglen: Stonelaw Church. Dr May has held offices in different parts of the 
Church including as Vice-Convener of Legal Questions, a member of the Presbytery Partnership Support  
Programme Group and as Convener of the Presbytery Planning Group in Forth Valley and Clydesdale.  

Having originally gained a Law degree, he carried out further studies in theology followed later on by a PhD on 
the New Testament, and he has a particular interest in ecumenical and doctrinal issues.  

Dr May said it was both "an honour" and "daunting" to serve the Church in this new ministry. "It will certainly be 
a huge wrench not to be ministering locally in a parish, which I have found to be a deeply fulfilling vocation 
over the last 24 years, but I see this as an exciting calling to continue to serve local churches in a new way," he 
added. 
The role of the Principal Clerk is to act 
as the Clerk to the General Assembly, 
which includes advising the Assembly 
and the Moderator on church law,  
practice and procedure. They also  
support the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
throughout the year as well as  
providing training courses and advice 
on church law and procedures to Kirk 
Sessions, Presbyteries, ministers and 
other church bodies. 

New Principal Clerk Announced 
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Tearfund Big Quiz Night 
The Tearfund 'Big Quiz Night' was held in Erskine U F Church hall, 
Burntisland on Friday 27th February.  A fun night was enjoyed by all 
and £320.00 was raised for the charity which partners churches in 
50 of the worlds poorest countries.  supporting those in poverty.  
Photograph - The winning team were - left to right - Tom McLeod, 
Stephen Morrison, Rob Peacock, John Crossan, from St Joseph's  
R C Church Burntisland.  The winners cup and medals were  
presented by Mrs Ann Smith.  
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Workshops – locations, dates and times: 

St Andrews -    Episcopal Church - Sat 7th March - 9:30am - 11:30am - book now 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/greenerkirkcaldy/1867069


 

Page 5 Presbytery News 06/03/2026 



Page 6 Presbytery News 06/03/2026 

World Day of Prayer Services across Presbytery 
This year’s World Day of Prayer takes place TODAY Friday 6th March. 
The material this year has been produced by the women of Nigeria and 
the theme is ‘I will give you rest: Come’ from Matthew 11: 28. 

There are a number of services across Fife Presbytery, details of which 
are in the table below. 

We hope you will be able to find one that is close to you and join in  
celebrating the World Day of Prayer with fellow Christians around the 
world 
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‘One Body, Many Parts’ (1 Corinthians 12) is the theme of this 
year’s Disability Awareness Sunday on 27th September 2026. 
Young autistic Christian author, Triona Brading, is encouraging all 
churches to ‘save the date'! 

Triona is one of the authors of a new book: ‘Belonging without 
Barriers’, a much-needed resource on disability inclusion as a 
gospel issue, due out on 20 March 2026.  

Also by Triona Brading is ‘In His Image’, a colourful children’s 
book on what it means to be neurodivergent. 

For Disability Awareness Sunday, Triona is teaming up with  
charity Through the Roof on a new free resource for churches, due 
out in April, exploring how all types of people are needed in God’s 
Church – including those who are disabled or neurodivergent. 

In a video to accompany the resource, Triona will share her story 
of discovering, aged 21, that she is autistic. She is passionate 
about sharing the truth that being ‘different’ (in how your body or 
brain works) does not stop you being part of God’s family or using 
your gifts to strengthen it. ‘You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.’ (1 Cor. 12:27). 

Get a copy the free resources (in English or Welsh) at:  

throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday  

Celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday 

throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday
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This year, the Scottish Bible Society is inviting churches to 
participate in a year long, city-wide initiative to share the  
Bible with Glasgow. We are delighted to have partnered with 
Glasgow City Mission, marking their 200th year, to produce  
a special edition of Luke-Acts, The Gospel for Glasgow.  
Featuring an attention-grabbing cover, this Glasgow-themed 
scripture portion introduces people to the person of Jesus 
Christ through Luke’s gospel and then tells the story of how 
the followers of Jesus share the good news about Jesus in Luke’s second book, Acts. 

Would you consider partnering with the Scottish Bible Society and other churches across the city, to share 
the good news of Jesus with Glasgow in 2026? 

Read more and get involved! 

A Gospel for Glasgow 

Please send any articles and photos or flyers to be included in the  

Presbytery Weekly News or on the Facebook Page to Evelyn at: 

fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

https://www.scottishbiblesociety.org/bible-distribution-glasgow-2026?utm_campaign=4262250_E-News_GospelForGlasgow-Easter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20Scottish%20Bible%20Society&dm_i=7PA7,2JCRU,2Q2B3I,5INMS,1,0,0,0
mailto:fife@churchofscotland.org.uk


facebook.com/ FifePresbytery 
Find us on Facebook 
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1 day workshop for singers of any ability and those interested in ecotheology.Workshop (£15) and end of day 
service of worship (open to public, free)Co-hosted by the University of St Andrews and St Andrew’s SEC 
church, St Andrews. 

This is the latest in our annual ‘Study and Sing’ days, responding this year to the gift of God’s creation, and 
featuring some newly composed music as well as exploring more traditional hymns, and even insights from 
music theatre. 

For booking information see: https://events.st-andrews.ac.uk/events/study-and-sing-creation/ or 
email jkp1@st-andrews.ac.uk if you have any questions. 

If you would like a copy of a detailed programme for the event, please email the office at 
Fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Study and Sing: Creation - Saturday 16th May  

St Andrews New Kirk (formerly St Mark's) has approximately 200 copies of Songs of God's People songbooks 
and 16 with music along with a number of donation bags which they no longer need.  If anyone would like 
them please contact finance@stmarksparishchurch.org or please advise if you know any organisation that 
would take them.  

NEW HOME REQUIRED  

https://www.facebook.com/FifePresbytery?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/FifePresbytery?locale=en_GB
https://events.st-andrews.ac.uk/events/study-and-sing-creation/
mailto:jkp1@st-andrews.ac.uk
mailto:Fife@churchofscotland.org.uk


In late January 2026, the UK Government announced the closure of the Listed Places of Worship Grant 
Scheme, which had allowed VAT to be reclaimed on repairs to listed places of worship, at the end of March 
2026. 

This announcement was unexpected and will impact current projects as well as ending a scheme which has 
been vital over many years, and without it will add further financial burdens to Congregations and the Church 
as a whole. 

If you are a Presbytery Clerk or writing as a convener or member of a presbytery committee with a remit for 
property and finance, you should write to all the MPs whose constituency falls within the bounds of the  
presbytery. 

How to contact your MP: 

Enter your postcode (or the postcode of your church building) into the Find your MP search bar at the top of 
this page: https://members.parliament.uk/. On your MP’s page, you will find their email address.  

What to say: 

Share the surprise that the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme is being closed and disappointment that 
the Church of Scotland was not consulted or informed about this decision. 

Talk about the listed churches that are part of your congregation – their history and the role they play in the 
community (including social action/outreach work that takes place, such as hosting community  
organisations, collections for foodbanks, friendship/social activities, school outreach, climate, refugee, or  
interfaith work etc.) 

If you have a current or recent repair project and have benefited from the Listed Places of Worship Grant 
Scheme, tell them this and what it has meant to your congregation. 

Recognise that the Church of Scotland has recently had to sell many historic and beloved buildings because 
we can’t afford to keep and run them. The likelihood is that this decision will make further disposals happen 
sooner. 

Point out that a new fund is for England only; but that the UK Government appears not to have liaised or  
consulted with the Scottish (or Welsh or Northern Ireland) Government about this. 

Invite the MP to visit your church to see the building and learn about some of the community and spiritual work 
which takes place. 

Follow up: 

If you have written to your MP and have not received a response after five working days, follow up. MPs receive 
hundreds of messages a day, alongside parliamentary and political party commitments – they may need a 
friendly nudge to make sure that the issue has been drawn to their attention. 

In the event of any queries, please contact us using the details below 

Queries for contacting your MPs contact Parliamentary Officer, David Bradwell 
dbradwell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Queries relating to specific projects and buildings contact gentrustees@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Best wishes, Norman 

Urgent Action Briefing - Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 
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Parish Assistant/Deacon 

Kirkcaldy:  Langtoun Parish Church 

Presbytery of Fife 

Part time 37.5 hours per week 

Salary £30,274 - £34,224 pro rata per annum  

Ref: M06/26 

Could you be part of something different? We have a rewarding opportunity for a motivated and enthusiastic 
individual to use their gifts, skills, and experience to make a difference to the lives of the people in our parishes 
and communities. 

Working collaboratively with the Minister you will deliver pastoral, congregational and community related  
activities to support the mission and work across the large parish. 

This will be done through building strong relationships in and outside the church with people of all ages,  
building bridges into the community, offering pastoral care, and inspiring and supporting opportunities for  
exploring Christian faith. 

To view this and other MDS posts, click here.  

New MDS Role within Presbytery 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/get-involved/vacancies-and-volunteering/faith-action-programme-vacancies
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The Calling National Leadership Summit and The Revival 
I would like to draw your attention to a couple of events happening in October this year and encourage 
you to go as we have tickets available. 

Firstly, there is a day on leadership development that is open to anyone in leadership. It is designed as a 
leadership summit, and you can find out about it here: About - The Calling. Check out the speakers and 
you will see they have gathered a wide range of very inspirational speakers in one place. I can’t recall a 
time/place in Scotland where there has been this calibre of speakers in one event. You can see from the 
speakers, they are drawn from a wide spectrum, some are known for faith and some are not. This is not an 
overtly faith filled day, it is a leadership day though many people there will be people of faith. Being in 
leadership is the important thing here. 

There is another event the night begore that is Christian centred. You can find out about it here: The Reviv-
al | Scotland's Churches United | 1st Oct - SEC Armadillo. Again we have tickets and if you want to go to a 
large scale praise night that will have really good quality praise/worship then I would suggest going to this. 
Many years ago, I went to something similar as a young Christian and it had such a hugely positive impact 
for me. It was called Release the Power and was also in the Armadillo. 
We would like this to be a shared experience amongst as wide a group of our leaders as possible which is 
why you are getting this invite. We will go together, attend together, reflect and learn together through it. 
Going to one of these events does not require you to attend the other. 
If you require a ticket(s) please reply to OATAdmin@churchofscotland.org.uk and let us know which event 
you wish to attend. Please refer to the Privacy Notice. Once we know who is going, we will be in touch 
closer to the time. 

https://therevival.scot/
https://therevival.scot/
mailto:OATAdmin@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/site/privacy-centre/data-protection/notices/privacy-notice-the-calling-leadership-summit-and-praise-and-worship-event


Friday 20th March 2026 : 7pm-9pm 
Kirkcaldy Hope Church 

Paint and Sip Night 
 

Tuesday 24th March 2026 : 7pm-9pm 
Online 

Advanced Safeguarding Training 
 

Saturday 28th March 2026 : 9.30am-11.30am 
Beath and Cowdenbeath North Church  

Spring Fayre 
 

Saturday 28th March 2026 : 7pm 
St Bryce Kirk, Kirkcaldy 

Spring Concert 
 

Friday 3rd April 2026 : 7.30pm 
Gillespie Memorial Church, Dunfermline 

Engaging with MSPs 
 

Saturday 4th April 2026 : 10am 
Cowdenbeath Public Park 

Forest Church and a Litter Pick 
 

Thursday 23rd April 2026 : 1pm-3pm 
Methilhill Parish Church 

Airlie Cancer Care Group 
 

15th May 2026 - 18th May 2026 
Church of Scotland General Assembly 

 

Saturday 23rd May 2026 - 18th May 2026 
The Howard Centre, Kilmarnock 

Created to Belong—Celebrating Disability  
in the Image of God 
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Presbytery of Fife, Presbytery Office, Wellesley Centre, Wellesley Road, Methil, KY8 3PD  
Office: 01333 400191  Mobile: 07340 461921 

Email: fife@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Charity No. SC050563 

Saturday 7th March 2026 : 9.30am-11.30am 
St Andrews Episcopal Church 

Sustainable Community Buildings Workshop 
 

Saturday 7th March 2026 : 7.30pm 
The Vine, Dunfermline 

Dunfermline Choral Union Spring Concert 
 

Sunday 8th March 2026 : 3pm 
St Ninian’s Church Building, Dunfermline 

Service of Union - Dunfermline Saint Margaret’s  
and Saint Ninian’s 

 

Monday 9th March 2026 : 2pm-4pm 
Cellardyke Church Hall 

Afternoon Cuppa 
 

Monday 9th March 2026 : 7pm-9pm 
Online 

Trustee Safeguarding Training 
 

Thursday 12th March 2026 : 7pm 
Wormit Church 

Service of Union - Balmerino, Creich, Flisk, Kilmany  
and Wormit 

 

Sunday 15th March 2026 : 10.30am-12.30pm 
Gillespie Memorial Church, Dunfermline 

Messy Church - The Last Supper 
 

Thursday 19th March 2026 : 1pm-3pm 
Methilhill Parish Church 

Airlie Cancer Care Group 
 

Friday 20th March 2026 : 7pm 
St Columba’s Church, Dunfermline 

Talent Show 
 

 

Dates for your diary 

A reminder to all Property Convenors to submit their Property Reports for 2025. These were due to be  
submitted by 31st January.  A reminder to include the items marked with an asterisk on the checklist, this 
helps to not delaying the review process. Thanks to those who have already submitted.  

Call for Property Reports for 2025 

mailto:fife@churchofscotland.org.uk

